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Amori Christi et Ecclesiae

27 August 2005
Dear fellow OSV member,

| welcome you to the fellowship of our Order and enclose your current membership card, Membership
Certificate, and OSV medallion. Your medallion is an outward and visible sign of your commitment to abide
by the rules of the International Order of St. Vincent which are printed on the reverse of your membership
card. Because the medallion is such a positive sign, if for some reason you should choose to stop being a
member of our Order | must ask that you discontinue wearing it and either turn it in to your Chapter Warden
or return it to me.

Along with fellowship, our aim is to help you recognize that your Lay Ministry is a calling by our Lord in
much the same manner as He calls the Ordained Clergy and to encourage you to live a way of life
dedicated to Him. To provide you with some “food for thought® | have enclosed a copy of our Tract No. 10,
“Living a Rule of Life”, written by Fr Harry Ruth.

| have also enclosed a copy of Serving Basics which is part of your new membership package. The Order
also has other tracts and service aids which as a member you can purchase at significantly discounted
prices. | have enclosed a copy of our listing of Tracts available, as well as “goodies,” and am working to
have many of the Tracts and Service Booklets that are being revised available during the coming year.
Two items not noted in the listing are an outstanding, hand made blazer patch which we offer at $50.00
each and an OSV striped tie which we offer at $45.00 each. A bow tie will soon be available and will be
offered at $40.00. Another benefit of membership is a 10 percent discount at the Advancement Society’s
Anglican Book Center co-located with us at the Cathedral of St. Luke and St. Paul in Charleston, SC. They
have quite an eclectic assortment of books and other items in stock and can usually quickly locate any fitles
in print you might wish. They have a toll free number, 1-877-ANGLICAN, and even take VISA, MasterCard,
and American Express.

Additionally, the International Order of St. Vincent has a web site www.orderstvincent.org and My e-mail
address is Director-General@orderstvincent.org. (When you email me please put OSV in your Subject
line.) | hope you will take advantage of these means of communications to ask questions or obtain
information. We hope to continue improving the web site to provide you with information you can use.

| look forward to hearing from you and ask that you keep us and all in the Order in your prayers.

o 3@*\
Philip G. DiXen, OSV
Director-General

126 Coming Street, Charleston, South Carolina 29403 (843) 722-7345
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Church reference library on subjects cov-
ering topics of continuing ordinary inter-
est, and with indexes so that questions
can be answered when asked. The dan-
ger is not in reading too much but read-
ing too little on the right subjects. It is
wrong to subscribe to so many magazines
and not to one of the Church which acts
as a current newspaper. The reason we
have so few Church magazines is the
lack of demand, our young people and
others do not read or demand them. This
is sinful, because it lets down those
whom God has called to write.

(4) GIVING. We believe in the In-
carnation, and that means our Lord re-
deemed the body and the soul. We be-
long to God. We must make our bodies
work for God, first. That means the body
must be disciplined by fasting, abstinence
and good works. All that we have be-
longs to and came from God. Therefore,
we must learn to give it back to Him.
That includes elements of time, labor,
and things including money. When the
people of God were a theocracy the mini-
mum was ten percent. That was a duty.
It became a sacrifice or an offering after
that. Conditions have changed, but a cer-
tain percentage must be worked out no
matter how many welfare, charitable and
tax demanding organizations raid our re-
sources. The Church must come first,
and the Church places the family and in-
dividual necessary needs first. Our Lord
through the sermon on the Poor Widow
giving her all sets the standard. He wants
in return from everyone no matter how
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limited one’s possessions. He is our
teacher in building character for eternity as
well as in this life. The church plant is
God’s. We should be keen about it being
kept up. We should do the work ourselves,
offer ourselves for it, or that is done. We
should offer ourselves to carry on the work
in connection with daily and Sunday serv-
ices and programs. We should not be asked
to make a pledge of money. We should do
it, and generously. We should support the
work of the Church, now, locally, extend it
through missions and all agencies at work,
and in the future when we have passed on
through endowment funds. Giving is also
an art. It is something to be learned and de-
veloped.

CONCLUSION. There will never be
two Rules alike. They must be made to fit
the lives and conditions of everyone. How-
ever, the rule we make is the measure of
our enthusiasm, and the word enthusiasm
means the extent to which we are God-
impelled because we love Him for what He
is, and we want others to love Him too.
Further, we want His Church to grow, and
strongly, beginning with “me”. Finally,
one should give thought to an annual retreat
either in a religious house or under the di-
rection of a Priest. Yearly your Rule of
Life should be examined and changed ac-
cording to your spiritual progress. Con-
sider becoming an associate of one of the
Religious Orders.
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This tract, scanned from a tract printed
many years ago (undated) , was written by
&9  Fr. Harry Ruth, (long-time Secretary Gen-
eral of the OSV) sometime between 1915
and 1963. In this printing, we have not
edited or updated the text to “better fit the
A| times we live in.” In the future, this tract
S will be expanded.

We hope you are edified and inspired
by Fr. Ruth’s wisdom.
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